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Disease outbreaks in humans are likely to increase as
global climate change reshapes the world's
ecosystems, a recent report suggests.

The report, "Climate Change Futures: Health, Ecological
and Economic Dimensions," was jointly issued last
month by Harvard Medical School's Center for Health
and the Global Environment, reinsurance company
Swiss Re, and the United Nations Development
Program.
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Previous studies of the future affects of warming have
predicted dire consequences, such as species loss,
coastal flooding, severe weather, and decreased fresh
water.

This latest 140-page report offers a highly detailed
examination of the impacts warming could have on
human health and the associated economic
consequences.

Floods and Droughts

According to the report, 3,000 African children die each
day from malaria, and climate change is making the
disease even more virulent.

Warming raises the biting and reproductive rates of
mosquitoes and prolongs the breeding season. Warmer
temperatures also shorten the time it takes for malaria
parasites inside mosquitoes to reach full maturity.
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"Global climate change is not the same all over the
globe," said Richard V. Lee, professor of medicine at the
State University of New York at Buffalo. Lee was not
involved in the study.

Some areas will see increased rainfall, others more
droughts, he said.

"We know that the range of mosquito [species] known to
carry certain infections like malaria will expand as
temperatures and rainfalls vary," he added.

Increased rain usually means increased mosquito
breeding sites, although floods can sometimes wash the
insects' eggs away.
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A female mosquito feeds on a human host. A recent report says global
warming will increase the range of disease-carrying mosquitoes,
spawning outbreaks of malaria, West Nile virus, and other illnesses.

Photograph by James Gathany/CDC

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC'S PHOTO OF THE DAY

i
- » Today's Photo
» Download as Wallpaper

12 months of

National Geographic
Magazine

foronly $15

SEND NO MONEY NOW

*Gift Orders >> International Orders >>

Offer applies to U.S. and Canadian addresses only. Savings based
on annual U.S. newsstand price of $59.40. Canadian price C$20
($17 U.S.), including GST. Sales tax will be added where applicable.
Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. While all dues support National
Geographic's mission of expanding geographic knowledge, 90
percent is desianated for the maaazine subscriotion. and no

3/22/06 11:02 PM



Warming Will Lead to Major Disease Outbreaks, Experts Warn http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2005/12/1202_051202_w...

Sponsored Links

Lehman College

Win a $10,000 college scholarship for Lehman College or any college of
your choice. Takes 15 seconds to register. Open to all students.
Everyone qualifies.

www. 10000scholarship.com

Lehman Colleges

Advance your career. Get all the information you need to make the
right choice. We researched all Pennsylvania online colleges:
Associates, bachelors, masters, doctorate. Request info here.
www.onlinecollegereview.com

Lehman College

Win up to $50,000 in scholarships for Lehman College or any other
school regardless of your grades. Get access to key statistics and
receive a scholarship newsletter.

www.instant-scholarships.com

|:| NATIONALGEOGRAPHIC.COM I I I I

© 1996-2006 National Geographic Society. All rights reserved. | | | |

30f3 3/22/06 11:02 PM



